
A drawing is made with greasy lithographic 
crayons on a flat, ground stone surface; 
typically, limestone is used.

A finished drawing on the stone. 

A gum arabic and nitric acid mixture is applied 
and buffed down, etching the areas without 
crayon so that they can retain water and repel 
the ink that is applied later. The etched areas 
have a rougher texture, so they can stay wet 
during printing.

The drawing is washed with solvents and 
rubbed with asphaltum, a substance that 
makes the image permanently receptive to ink.  

The gum arabic and nitric acid etch is 
removed with water and sponge. 

The image is slowly inked or “rolled up” 
(while the stone is kept damp) until the drawing 
reaches full strength. The ink is repelled by the 
water in the etched, rough areas of the stone.

The stone is run through the press. A lithograph is printed.
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