“GAY POWER!
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The gay bars were the social foundation of [the
gay community in] Albany for a long, long time.
And | think the reason there was a ‘key’ element _ o . : s, :
[allowing entrance into certain bars, like the Eight b i e

Ball on Central Avenue] was three-fold: one was 2t RA'DE D _— ClUb Caﬂlfal IS on £he S&C{ind ﬂﬂﬂr Of 35] CEI’“TB' AVE,; AlbﬂﬂY
to keep the police from breaking in and raiding e 3 :"' i P A A e : i X, s

the place; two, was to keep people who were not
gay from marauding in the building and causing
trouble and hurting people; and three, was to
minimize the presence of Black people in a public
bar like that.
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— Ken Screven, interviewed August 31, 2020
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A In 1981, Capital District Gay Community Center members protested after

a police raid at a private bath house in Albany. Names of those who were
arrested were published in the Albany Times Union newspaper, and led to lost
jobs, family problems, and suicides.

Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972—-2017. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York.

In 1960, across the United States, you could be fired, evicted, or denied

services such as education and public accommodations for being gay.

Until 1966, it was illegal in New York State to serve liquor to a homosexual,

as it was considered promoting disorderly conduct.

Bars were one of the few places LGBTQ+ people could go to be themselves
and meet other like-minded people, but gay bars were often mafia-owned

clubs and were frequently raided by police. Following a raid, patrons’names

and addresses were often published on the front pages of newspapers,

putting them in danger.

Early in the morning of June 28, 1969, the Stonewall Inn, in New York City’s
Greenwich Village, was once again raided. This time, the community fought

back, launching a new era in the fight for LGBTQ+ rights.



A Marchers at one of Albany's first gay rights marches, which drew
attendees from all over the state, 1971.

Yearbook Collection, 1900-2014. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York.

Shortly after the Stonewall Uprising, a transgender woman

who was a lead participant (likely Sylvia Rivera) came to Albany

to speak about the uprising and the fight for gay rights. The

group that heard her was inspired to form the Tri Cities Gay

Liberation Front, which first met on September 9, 1970.

The organization transitioned into the Capital District Gay
Community Council (CDGCC), and in 1972 opened a “Community

House”in a small storefront at 250 Lark Street in Albany, where

gays and lesbians could gather for group meetings and social
events. The same year, a monthly newsletter, Community, was

started, with editorials, poems and stories, and an events

» The first Community newsletter was created
in November 1972 and continues today in a
digital format. It is a vital means of connecting
and communicating with members about
events, services, and activism.

calendar. Other working groups organized social dances,

community dialogue events, political actions, and publicity.

» Although the community house was conceived
as a safe gathering space outside of the gay bars,
the bar scene was still vital to the community and
intertwined with activities of the Capital District
Gay Community Council. This flyer advertised

a fundraiser for the CDGCC at a popular bar in
Latham, 1976.

V¥ The first display of the CDGCC Lambda flag,
a symbol associated with gay liberation, is held
by John Cross and Larry Van Heusen, c. 1970s.

Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972—-2017. M.E. Grenander
Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries,

University at Albany, State University of New York. . . . - w . "
V¥V The Capital District Gay Community Council’s “Community House” on Lark Street,

photographed in 1972 (not 1992, as was incorrectly labeled in this reprint of the
photograph in Community).

Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972—2017. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and
Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York.
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WE ARE! CAPITAL DISTRICT

GAY AND LESBIAN
COMMUNITY
==~ _—=__  COUNCIL PROUDLY
pridecenter  aunounces

OF THE CAPITAL REGION ITS NAME CHANGE.

EMPOWERING OUR COMMUNITY



THE COMMUNITY CENTER BUILDING AT

“332 HUDSON AVENUE
HAS SAVED MY LIFE
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POLITICS AND ACTIVISM:

THE "HEART AND
GENTER AND SOUL
10 OUR ACTIVITIES™

That race as running againSthhU”ClI It was in the 6 ’
o Was led by o € old Demoerat: th Waryq, | remember the first march that we had—it
e to Alba penly gay Cratic mach- p . ’ . .
ny Politicos. | had re Ine, was called ‘coming out” or something like
Cently

that. It was in the early 70s . .. there were

who we Mpaign mo, -+« [ found) y
groups PreI.Work,ng n COa“ﬁsmer_’t built ar0un£ eformers 5,000 of us, and we couldn’t get a permit
beon - Politicg| groups. n N With 3 Wide r &ay leaders to march on the streets of Albany. So we
Ple were th » NUclegr free ange of th : : :
I got to m ere. It was my S... the antj_ er had to walk single file, down the sidewalks
Or many Oefet, and | foyng my Portal into many peparlthe’d of Albany, to the Capitol.
us, : Way t ! Ople " : e
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PRIDE:

“WE MARCHED
FOR WHO WE ARE,
WE MARCHED FOR
WHAT WE NEED”

: we SCIr€
e rallied, eed 10 celebrate.
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LESBIAN BY
& GAY
MARCH ON
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MAY 5, 199
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LEBT
Youth
Alternagtive

Prom

Ages
14-21
Invited

Food
Dance
Music with
DJ Ryan Smith

Saturday, October 3, 19
: , 1998
10 PM- 1 AM

L’Ecole Encore

| Fuller Road
behind Stuyvesant Plaza, Albany
$5.00 per person
Semi-Formal or Costume Attire

Info: 462-6138, VM74

Sponsored by
GLSEN Ny Capital HeginrJ:

. P-F
CDGLCC i



