
“Gay Power!” 

The Pride Center of the Capital Region’s building at 332 Hudson Avenue in Albany. 



       

  
   

The gay bars were the social foundation of [the  
gay community in] Albany for a long, long time. 
And I think the reason there was a ‘key’ element 
[allowing entrance into certain bars, like the Eight 
Ball on Central Avenue] was three-fold: one was 
to keep the police from breaking in and raiding 
the place; two, was to keep people who were not 
gay from marauding in the building and causing  
trouble and hurting people; and three, was to  
minimize the presence of Black people in a public 
bar like that. 
– Ken Screven, interviewed August 31, 2020

In 1981, Capital District Gay Community Center members protested after  
a police raid at a private bath house in Albany. Names of those who were
arrested were published in the Albany Times Union newspaper, and led to lost
jobs, family problems, and suicides.
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections 
and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 

a spark is lit in the lgbtq+ community: 

“treated  unfairly... 
no laws to protect us” 



 

 
 

organizing in albany:  

“I think we just  
 needed to stand up 
 for our rights.” 

I think we just had to stand  
up for our rights. And it was 
time, and I think people were 
just tired at that point. Tired  
of being abused, and having  
no rights. So that’s when we  
decided to organize. 
– Gary Pavlic, interviewed June 4, 2020 
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– Cindy Swadba, in

Marchers at one of Albany's first gay rights marches, which drew  
attendees from all over the state, 1971. 
Yearbook Collection, 1900–2014. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, 
University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 

The first Community newsletter was created 
in November 1972 and continues today in a 
digital format. It is a vital means of connecting  
and communicating with members about 
events, services, and activism. 

Although the community house was conceived 
as a safe gathering space outside of the gay bars, 
the bar scene was still vital to the community and 
intertwined with activities of the Capital District 
Gay Community Council. This flyer advertised 
a fundraiser for the CDGCC at a popular bar in 
Latham, 1976. 

The first display of the CDGCC Lambda flag,  
a symbol associated with gay liberation, is held  
by John Cross and Larry Van Heusen, c. 1970s. 

Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. Grenander 
Department of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries,  
University at Albany, State University of New York. 

The Capital District Gay Community Council’s “Community House” on Lark Street,  
photographed in 1972 (not 1992, as was incorrectly labeled in this reprint of the  
photograph in Community). 
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and  
Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 
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Members of the CDGCC marching in an LGBTQ+ rights march in New York City, c. 1972. 
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, 
University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 

Postcard announcing the new name and branding of the Pride Center, 2011.  
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections 
and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 
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the community center building at 

“332 Hudson Avenue
 has saved my life”  

Dr. Joe Norton served as Grand Marshall of the 
Albany Pride Parade in 1997. Norton stepped up to 
take on the mortgage for 332 Hudson Avenue, as 
the organization was not legally set up to do so. The 
CDGCC celebrated outright ownership of the building 
with a mortgage-burning ceremony in June 1988. 

A page from a 1986 logbook, where volunteers at 
the coffee house recorded the calls they received on 
their shifts. 

“…you answer the phone. They had a big resource 
book. If it was something that you weren’t comfortable  
handling, you took their number and had somebody 
call them back . . . The book was very extensive, a lot 
of gay-owned businesses, a lot of doctors who you 
could go to if you were trans or gay…” 

– Frieda Munchon, interviewed June 12, 2020 

Members of the CDGCC saw the purchase of 
332 Hudson Avenue as an opportunity to greatly  
expand programs, events, and services for the 
community. At the same time, the age and setup 
of the building have sometimes been a liability, 
leading to numerous emergency fundraising  
efforts for building repairs. 

A volunteer answering the phone at the Pride  
Center coffee house, c. 1980. 

In 1996, the basement level underwent 
extensive renovations to make it a more 
useful gathering space, and a lift was added  
at the front of the building to improve  
access to the space. The rest of the building  
has never been fully accessible. 

The Capital District Gay Community  
Council’s community center at 332 Hudson 
Avenue had four floors and a backyard,  
with a mix of gathering and office spaces. 
The 19th-century building has presented 
upkeep and renovation challenges for the 
organization. 

Images courtesy of Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. Grenander Department 
of Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 
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I remember the first march that we had—it 

was called ‘coming out’ or something like 

that. It was in the early 70s . . . there were 

5,000 of us, and we couldn’t get a permit 

to march on the streets of Albany. So we 

had to walk single file, down the sidewalks 

of Albany, to the Capitol. 
– Gary Pavlic, interviewed June 4, 2020 

The center was often a place for political work 
and activism, at the local, state, and national  
levels. This group is gathered on the back steps  
of the center following political organizing work 
for the Michael Dukakis presidential campaign  
in 1988.   
Collection of Sheila Healy 

A banner carried by the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Democratic Club (ERDC) in Pride Parades and 
marches.  
New York State Museum 

Detail from Keith St. John campaign letterhead, 
1989. St. John’s election to the Albany Common 
Council made him the first Black, openly gay elected  
official in the United States. During his tenure in 
office, he was able to pass the Human Rights  
Ordinance, first proposed to the Common Council 
by Nancy Burton in 1986. 
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. 
Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, University 
Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 
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A 1971 march on the New York State Capitol brought together LGBTQ+ rights 
organizations from across the state, including the Buffalo chapter of the   
Mattachine Society and the Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (NYC).  
CDGCC members kept in touch with activists across the state and helped with  
local arrangements for the protest.  
Yearbook Collection, 1900–2014. M.E. Grenander  Department of Special Collections and Archives,  
University Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 

“Stride with Pride,” a state-wide 
LGBTQ+ rights march in Albany  
organized by the Empire State Pride 
Agenda, 1991. CDGCC members 
were active in planning for this event 
and getting information out through 
the Community newsletter. 
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972– 
2017.  M.E.  Grenander Department of Special  
Collections and Archives, University Libraries,  
University at Albany, State University of New York. 

Pride marches originated in New York 
City in 1970 with the Christopher Street 
Liberation Day Parade, held to commemo-
rate the first anniversary of the Stonewall 
Uprising. The Pride Center regularly put 
together bus trips to the Christopher  
Street Liberation Day Parade, and later,  
the New York City Pride Parade. 
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. 
M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections and 
Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany, State 
University of New York. 

The Alternative Prom, often held in conjunction 
with Pride festivities, allows LGBTQ+ youth from 
across the Capital Region to gather and have fun 
in a space that is safe and non-judgmental.  
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. 
Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, Univer-
sity Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 

Lining up in Washington Park for the Albany 
Pride March, c. 1997.  
Colleen Brescia, Pride Center of the Capital Region Records,  
1972–2017. M.E. Grenander Department of Special Collections  
and Archives, University Libraries, University at Albany,  
State University of New York. 

Poster announcing a Pride march in Albany, 
1988. This poster shows the dual nature of pride 
marches, asking participants to “celebrate,” and 
also to “break our silence and invisibility.” The 
march concluded in a demonstration outside of  
an Albany Common Council meeting, where the 
Human Rights Ordinance was being considered. 
Pride Center of the Capital Region Records, 1972–2017. M.E. 
Grenander Department of Special Collections and Archives, Univer-
sity Libraries, University at Albany, State University of New York. 

Stride with Pride Button, 1991 

New York State Museum 


